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TEJLZPHONE OONVEaSATlON BETWEXN THE PHZSIDERT AND SEN. HJCHAilD 

aUSSZDJL (t) 

LBJ 

it coaetnu Hoorvr ssd Saerotarjr b£ Stat* aad loma others. Wa're trying 
to avoid all th« He«aa Commttt— ♦ Bala Bofgs and a bunch ha« got aonsa 
thing* Ktartad cmr there and Jim Eaatland and £t Dickiea and a bonch 
ha* got them started in the Senate. . .and Bobby Kennedy has got hi* idea*. . 
Hoovor has got his report and they want to hare Dewey in ... so I've about 
concloded that 1 can get people pretty well together and 1 talked to the 
leadership on trying to have the three branches, .hare two Congressmen 
and two Senators, .and maybe two or three outsider*, .and maybe somebody 
from the Court. . .or at least soma person of a Judicial background. . that 
are absolutely top>£Ugbt folks, .on about a 7 men^board to svaloat* Hoover's 
report and It would he largely done by staff. , btxt thsy can work on it. . 
and I want to get your reactin to it. 1 think it would bs better than the 
Judiciary running on* inrestlgatioa, ths Hosts* running another investigation 
. . and having four or five going opposite dlrectioA. . 

RR 1 agree with that, .but 1 don't thiek that Hoover ought to make his report 

too soon. . 

L.BJ He's ready with it new and he wants to get it off Just as quick as h* can 

RR Oh. .Oh. 

LBJ And he'll probaidy bars it out today, .kt moat on Monday. . 

RB But he ain't going to publish the damned thing.. Is be? 

I.BJ He's going to ttun it over to this group and thsrs's soma things about it I can. 

talk about. 

RR Tes. I understand that, .but I think it'd mighty well if that thing was kept qtiit 

another week or ten days. .1 Just do. 

LBJ Well I think It would be turned over ..as they're taking this Court of Ixiquiry 

in Texas and 1 think the result* of thet Court of Inquiry. . Hoovsr' s report and 
all of them would go to this group and they would evaluate it and then maybe 
evaluate it for the gemiral pxdille. Now here' a who Pia going to try to get on 
. . ,I don't know. .1 don't think 1 can get any member of the Court, .but going t 
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try to. . . going to try to get Alloa Dolloa. . goiaf to try Sonjitor Rn*»«ll 
Senitor Coopor from tho Soaato. . . 

Oh DO. . no. . DO. , . got oomobody elae, aow. . 

WolL wait a nainata* now. . 1 want to try to get. . 

1 luiren't got time. . 

Jerry Toni. ... It la not going to taka moch time. . bttt we’ve got to get aUtef; 
righta in there and aomabody that ttie country haa confidence In. . . and T m 
going to have Bogga . . .he haa eitfered a raaok^ian over there and 1 haven't 
tadked to anybody about the memberahlp but you. . . but I would think that For 
and Bogga would pretty good. . they* ra b«^ pratty young men.. 



Both aolid dtlxcna. . 

And 1 tKat Cooper aa a Republican and you’re a good atatea righta man. 

I we might get John McCloy, Allan IhiUea and maybe tomebody from thi 

Court. .. 

If you don’t gat aomabody from the Supreme Court. .1 don't know him per- 
ecmally but thla Judge Medina, .that tried all thoae communiata. .ia known aF 
over the United Stalea. .1 don't know what kind of man ha la, .ha might not do 
. . but Judge Medina. , I think he’a on the Court of Appeala up in Maw Tork no-> 

Who would ba the beat then if 1 didn't get the Chief 7 

I don't kaow. . you wouldn't want Claude Harvey. ’ 

I understand none of the Court. . . no, I can't have a Texan. 

No, that* a why I aay. . that would Aaqoallfy him . 

Hoover telle me all three of theas ahota ware ai med for the President. . . 
and tKa* this talaacopic eight will bring thla thing op where you could mm . ahoi 
a aa easy aa you can get a man si ttin g ta lking to you. 

1 thought It was Jnet a $7. 50 th ing . . . ' 

WalL it wee a $21, 00 job. . .but ha said he looked through the telescopic 
eight himself and ha said, Mr. President, I could hit a man on that street 
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f oinf ZO znil«8 an hour* • • as aaay as 1 could hit you« , talking to you« That^ e 
kis laaguags* • 

WelU rsallyt hlr. Prssidex 2 t« imlsss jxm^ • • rsadly think it would bs of some 
bene^. • • it would really save mj liis« 1 dsclars I don't. • • • 

1 know you don't want to do anything hx^ I want you to and I think that this is 
important enough and you'll see why and now the ne:xt thing. • • 1 know how yo^ 
feel about thie CIA. • « but they' re worried about haring to go into a lot of thit 
stuff. • with foreign relatione committee. • « how much of a problem would It 
glre you to just quietly lat Fulbrlght and Hickenlooper come into your CIA 
Committee. • 

As long as it is confined to thoee two. .it wouldn't be any problem at all. 
That^s all we make it now. • 

■i 

But there'd be change# made up there and 1 don't waxd some of thoee fallows 
• • • some of them hare got no bosinese there. • • Tre got a lot of bad talkers 
on that comndttee. • 

Why don't you do by inritation then? 

And we're had a splendid record up to now. •« there's nerer been one thing 

You're got a perfect one. .yes sdr. .but they know that, ♦they' re worried abou 
they can't do it. • • 

Tee, Pro been rery careful. • Pre eren kapt Margaret Chase Smith off that 
commlttse eo. .eren though Pre get a lc»t of faith in her. • .but I've kept her o 
because I just want to be sure that 1 ki^ew 'dhat I was doing. 

Couldn't you do it quietly by inritation? Just on a personal basis. • and then 
that inritation could end anytime you wanted It to and Pd eay that to them. 

Yes, m be glad to do that. Invite them over there. 

OK. When you coming back**? 

Well. 1 just got down here. . came in here Somday afterxx>om. 

I had a nice rieit with your Gorerzor asad told him. • 

Yee, he told me you'd invited him up here. • 

I did&t invite him up here. . . 
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WelU how did hM hMppmn to get Ahold of you? 

Yoa told me thet hm wmm comixig tip here. • • eo I cm mo 1 a beck in my ofBce 
• « . I told you to tell him that I wanted to Me him« • 

1 know it. • that^e the reaeon I couidn^t uaderetaod it. • 

Well. • • when I came back in my office. • told him that you eaid he was goin^ 
to hare lunch with you and to get ahold of him and tell him I wanted to eee 
him before going back. • .hell. .1 hadn't imrited him up here. • •nerer heaxd of 
U.. 



Ob. .1 taw where he was in the boa there with Lady Bird. • « 

Oh. • well they. « they heard that he was coming you eee when you told me that 
afternoon thmt he wae coming. • and eo they wantcd^eome Southerner. • eoxne 
crutetanding Soxithtmar. • • 

Wall. ... it wae a good thing. . I doxx^t think you could hare done better. • • but 
I just wae eurprieed you didn't eay aomething about it. 

No. «I didn't ksiow at the time Fd eeen you that he wae invited. See Bird got 
up the lilt for the folke. .and 1 gueee we got. • • 

Well, you couldn't hare done better. . .he'e an awful nice young fellow. • • 

WelL I Juet told him how much 1 Lored Georgia and he told the Frees . . said 
be was damned happy he came from there. • • laughter. • 

Yes. Well he's a good boy. 

WelL Georgia is a good state. «that*s what I like about it. 

Yes. it is a good stats. . . Mr. Fresidesa. . see if you can get someone else . . , 

Well, If I can. I wUL But Fm not going . . this country has a lot of confidencv 
in you :wl if I hare it my way, yoti^d be in mr olar n and Vd ydiK you. • 

\ 

Well. • .no.no. .that would nerer do. 

The couxitry would be in a hell of a lot better shape. . .it would too. • . 

You' rs. • . going to run it the next nlBe years. . . Fd be dead In another 2 or 3 \ 

You get your rest. .1 don't want to bother you anymore but I'm going to hare 
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to b« cluing yoo rr<ry oaco In awhile* , * 

WelU 700 know, Fm alwaya arailahla* « 

OK • * all right. • Goodbye * Ton think about anybody «lie, zkow « • besides 
Medina. What about that old man. . • died. . that was on that Circuit Court 
down there. • 

Oh» he would have been Ideal, .but he'e dead. He waa a magnificent man. . 
he would have been perfect. 

That fellow you're got on there now, though^ he^e not too good, ie be? 

No. Tuttle ? No. 

No. .« Eiienhower appointee 7 i 

Tee. Ha' e a pretty good znaa« bizt... 

They tell xz» he giree thera eozna probleme. . 

He*e going to gire them more probleme. • he^e the kind of fellow thinke he's 
the laet word. • .Isn't there eomeone there. « . 

You kxww Prettyman? 

Yeah. 

What do you think about him? 

Pretty good man. • he' e getting a little old Isn't he ? 

Yeah. • Yeah. ,I don't think he's kaowzu 

Well, he' e not but he doh't hare to be. . he deeen't hare to be. • now you' re g 
to let the Attorney General nozxdnate eomeone, aren't you? 

No. « • ^ 

Well, you going to hare Hoorer on there ? 

No. .it is Ms report. 

Oh. that' s right. . • that' e rlgM. . it wouldn't do. . 
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XXX s . • bnt hm 1ft ai^reMblo to foiko likft DtiUm. 

Well Dullai is a good znaii. • • 

Me Cloy 

Medoy. • good man • • I don't hold Mm in near a§ high regard as I do Dollei • • 
but he'ft aU right. «hje'ft got a big reputation.. • • .Let me see. .if I think bf a 
Judge in the next 30 or 40 zninulee. . . PU call yaa. • but you can get plenty 
of them. • • 

Thank you. 

Some of these Circuit Coxirt jodgee. • .ift there eomebody there in the Difttricri. 
What do you think about a Justice sitting on it? 

1 think. • I don't know. • • I think it would be all right. 

Why fthouldn't you. • • how many. . you doxt^t have a Preftldent aeiaftfinated 
but every 50 years. 

Well» they put tbem on the Pearl Harbor inquiry^ you know. . 

1 know. . . that' s why hV s against it now. . 

Afraid it might get into the Courts. . 

I gueftf §Op I don't know. 

That's probably tbe theory of it. . .that's probably the theory of it. I'm not 
very good on thinking about things like that. • 

Well« give mm the argumente why they ought to. 

Well, the only argument about it is that. • of course. . • a matter of this 
magnitude. • • that the American people would feel reassured to have a mezzbc 
of the highest Court. . that's the only argument you've got. . youvhave many 
more Circuit CcfotI Judges that are far abler than some of your Suprmmm Cou: 
Justices. • but that is the argument. • «ly argument you can make for it. • if yoi 
would hare some top-flight Suprexos Court Justice. • . State Supreme Court Chi 
Justice. ♦ but they' re not known all over the coto^ry. . doxsH care how able they 
are. • this thing in television and radio has narrowed the group of celebrities 
. . . .1 don't know. . you've got some smart boys there aroiind you who can give 
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ym th« B»m* <U boom o«l*tau»dlnf Unit^i SUlM Orcuit CBuzt . 

OK. You bo tbinkisf . Byo 



Byo 






\ 
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH 
S ENATOR RICHARD RUSSELL NOVEMBER 29 > 1963 4:05 p.m. 



President Johnson discussed the possibility of a Commission 
to study the assassination with Senator Russell. Senator Russell 
agreed that it would be a good idea. 

President Johnson said: "...They’re taking this Court of Inquiry 

in Texas and I think the results of that Court of Inquiry -- Hoover's 
report and all of them would go to this group and they would . . . 
evaluate it for the general pubUc. Now here's who I am going 

to try to get on it. ... going to try to get Allen Dulles .. .Senator 

RusseU and Senator Cooper from the Senate...." 

Senator Russell: "oh no--no--no--get somebody else. . .1 haven't 

got time. . * 

■ President Johnson continued: "Jerry Ford. . .Hale Boggs. . . .Cooper 
as a Republican and you're a good States Rights man... I think we might 
get John McCloy, Allen Dulles and maybe somebody from the Court. . 

The President then asked Senator Russell to let Senators Fulbright 
and Hickenlooper come into his CIA Committee. Senator Russell 
agreed to invite them on a personal basis. 

They then discussed appointments for the Committee and Senator 
Russell continued to protest thtt he could not serve on it. 



\ 
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